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The Best Amethysts.

best amethysts are brought from Cambay, in India,

and from Siberia, Ceylon and Persia. The chief supply

of the blue turquoise is drawn from the peninsula of Sinai,
the great mining district of the ancient Egyptians, whose
treasures seem 1o be inexhaustible,
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low, brown, rose, black

The Sealing of Letters.

E use of wax for the sealing of letters became general
in the Middle Ages. Red wax began with Louis VI. in
1113, and green about 1163, In the thirteenth century.yel-
and blue were added to the fore-
going. Black wax was used by the military religious or-
ders. Envelopes, first made in England, date back to 1840.

The Four of Hearts

Mrs. Livingstone, Tiptoeing Downstairs, Congratulates

Coprright. 1918, Star Company.
CHAPTER LXI.
W disappeared into the library
seross the heil Gerslild
uncertaln what to do. He held hia
arms out to her
That was all, but shs went
wtraight to him and lookad wp inlo
“It has all come opt right. after
all—hagn't 1™ she murmured
“Tou do not know.” ahe confeaned
Iater, “what | suffered 1hal. after-
library to sey you™
“I suffared more than you di4"
had given paln to you as well an to
myweif. 1 never meant to tell you
to my best friend sad I would have
eonsidersd that any man who e far
Bis friend's fances was an utter
cad But when | saild something
1 saw the Llears comas to Four ayes,
it wan 8l over with me. 1 just had
Sed when 1 heard mysell do this,
until 1 saw the lock on yeur face.
*f “lost fmy head atill further and
ook you in my drms.  Bdt it was
“And in those few seconds mothat
saw us through the window!™ Dora
*mow frightensd 1 was'! Do you re-
member how 1 pulled myself away
And then when a minuts later,
Cyn came up the frong steps, 1 ran
my piace in the library. Poer Cyn!
It was not quite a fair thing te do
Jove with har, and she with you—in
~gpite of what ypu had just dons.
& ved herT the man saked reproach-
tully
salf that you 414, and MotRer had
said you 4id. 1 thought parhape
you and had been sorry for me—that
was alt. Yo" more softly, “in the
known differsntiy. But 1 4ld not
dare let mywelf sxamine my heart”
Afterncon™T Gerunld questioned.
“™No,” Dera raplied. 1 42 mnet
abe does know It”
“Your father told Van and me
mistake’ that day,” Gerald Infarmed
~
har
what he sald the other night. Then
Mijton asked me about the time
1 tell you 1 was in a5 awful etate of
RETVOUST oS8 FPerhapa that was
1 was tired of cheaijng. tired of pre-
tending to Be happy whan | was
longer. 1 trisd to talk to Crm abdout
#t whan we were sut in the ear lo-
eams bome and tried to makse
Mother ses things right—and she
=e desparate agaln
“f owe a lot to Cyn If she had
have had the courage to ba Bhe s
& atarl™ L
agresd
“And pow ws are—you and I—
Dora sxeiaimmed “Can you believe
i And what will Father and
“Novar mind about them just
sew,~ the man sald "Tat is think
tence of yours that which deals
withk the faet that you and [ are
pardly ballevs It darling—and yat
if 1 were to fnd that it was not
life for mea™
Upetairs, Mra Liviagstons read
Then. struck by t2e sllancs sn the
jowar floer, she aross and tipteed to

de Water.
HES Milten and Crathia had
turned to whera Doara stood am |If
“Dora™ ha whispersd.
his fasce
“And I thought !t never would™
seon whan 1 spant Cynthia Into tha
Gerald teld her, “for I feit that 1
that 1 loved you. You wers sngaged
forgot his honor as to make lovs to
about hoping you wers happr. and
to blurt out the truth. 1 was horri-
Then —with an unsteady Isugh—
anly for a few seconda”
axciaimed, “Oh'"—with z shiver—
and trigd to be mngry with you?
out into the hall and made her take
te her: but I thoeght you ware In
“You thought, even then that I
Dora modded. "I po..'-\ndl-d my-
you had guesped MBat I cared for
botiom of my heart | must have
“IM4 you tell Cymthia about that
dare. Mow, however, 1 don't care if
of what ha ecalled your meother's
“i suspected that, ha had. from
that Cyn got home that afternoon
whsat mads me suddanly rebellious
miserabla. I seuld not stand !t any
gother, and [ went all to pleces. I
and Father scolded mae and mads
Bel Besan sp honeal I naver would
“fhs cariainly o™ her companion
saguged agaln, and to sach other!”
Mother say™
about the Arst part of that sen-
sngaged to bs married No—1 ean
troe all the jJey would ge eut of
steadily for an hewur.
the door of Ber room and steod lis-

KEnew Better,

Teacher was warming te her
subjecl amnd laring dowa har book
sald

‘Now, you all understand that
the trunk is the middis part of ths
bed:, don’t youT

“Yes, ma'am.” shorused the class,
with one sxceplion

‘You unéerstand If, too™ asked
the tascher of the boy whe had
not! anawered

“No. ma‘am. becaoss 1 len't s

“Why, my dear boy, what do you
mean’t"

“Wall™ replied! the bhay ‘vog
ought to go to the clicws and sse
the sisphemi”

¥ tening. The young peopls must be

By Virginia Terhune Vnni

talking very sarmestiy

Still Sllence.

Blowly and quietly, she descended
the siairs, pausing on averry step 1o
ten. Sl thérs was siisnte
In the jower ha!l. shs moved for-

ward, then atarted "n surprise as
ahe aaw that the deors of bdeth
drawing-room and libvary wers
closed.

Gliding swiftly te the Adrawing-
room door, ahes stood lsaning fer-
ward straining evary nerve to lis-
ten for sounds from within A mae
was speaking. In & wsecond, ahe
racognized Geraid Stewart's low,
deep tones.

A amlis of satisfaction came Lo
her fagce Gerald was aeavidently
talking serigdsiy te Cynthia, and
Cynthia was attending without pro-
test. That was as !t should bas,

Crossing the hall to the library,
ahe listeped hers alse, As It had
been In the drawing room. #o It was
hers. The man was speaking. Mra

|
PUSS IN BOOTS

JR.

An Entertaining and
Clever Good-Night
Series.

By David Cory.

N the last story we left Puss
I Juntior In the litls house of
the Whits BEnaks You remem-
ber. Well, sz soon ay Puse was
comfortably seated Im & Big arm
chalr, tha little ssnks took = book
out of her bookedse and weni over
to him,

“This ls & boak of travelsn™ she
sald. 1t tells you all abeut gueer
people and strangs countries. |
wish I could travel”™ And then she
looked wso wistfunlly at Pusa that
he sald, “Tou shall ge with me if
you like for I am a traveiler™

"1 will go,” laughed the Httie
Whits Bnake, and sfter she had put
on her bonfet and hung her vaalty
bag around her neck shs Josked
the front deer and put the key in
her purss. And then they startsd
off through ths weods And you
should have sesm how fast that
little snake could gitde nlong the
greund EBhs went In and out among
the recks and bhshes and kept up
with Puse as wall as & dog.

Well, after o while they eams
ta a great bly prisen whers ths
windows were guoarded b»y great
iron bars and tha poer prisonsra
inside comid anly sen a little bit
of the besautifgl big wids worid
And at one window was the face of
a young primce, and it looked s
ead and mournful that FPuoss tarned
to the littles White Snake and sald:

“Do you think ws can ressus this
unhappy prince™

“We can At least try.” she replisd.
and then shs losked alj over the
wall for & hele te craw ato And
at last she found ons Midss te ths
ground

“Now listen te ma™ she snld 1
wil] craw| inslde n’ﬂ. if 1 eap reach

hla roowm. T will tell you what to
do™ And then she Jdisappeared,
while Puss walted, locking up at
the window wxii the while And

maybs after thirtesn minutes or so,
he saw her waving ta hm And
then she (st down a sisnder thread

“Fasten your sword to IL” she
ealled He Puss 414, amd the thread
was 8o strong that it aever breka
whan t's Prince pulled tha sword
up to the window,

Waell, awhila, the Prines
eut out the iron bars from the stone
which was old and soft. and after hs
had piaced the li1tle white snaks In
his pockel, he jumped down to tha
ground. And then he and Puss lost
ne tims in hidiag themsslvas In ths
wood let ma tall you, far they wars
afraid The prisos keeper wouill
woon find outl that the Prince had
ascaped

Well, It wase't vory lang bafors
they heard the bayiag of heunds
“Oh, dear.” oriad the Prince, "They
will surely fnd us maw'™

"De as 1 tall you." said the Hitle
soake snd ws will sscaps, never
foar.” And then shs took sems
wondarful scented pawdet out of har
vanity bag and sprinkied It aver
the soles of the Prince’'s boots. and
ovar Puss Jumisr'a teea and thaa
over harself,

‘“Coms. iol wa hastan awsy.” she
said.  “The hounds will never scent
us mew, for they will think that
vielals have fallem whers wa have
atepped * Bo the Prince took Pum
by thea paw and away they ran after
the liftie whits snake who glided In

fromt of them as sawiftly as a pilver
irrow

And the nev! gtary will
what Baypened after thal

after

tell you

A Serial of
Youth and Love

Herself on Her Skill as a Matelimaker

> I.lv-luﬂonl had bean long familiar

with Milten Van Baun's Intonations
and ahe knew from his tone that he
was (alking happliy, contentsdly.
Her gmile of satisfaction now was
aven mors pronounced than it had
been & moment before

It was plain that Dora had eon-
quersed her »illy attack of nerves,
and was her sane, sanaible seif ance
more. Had she not been, ahs neaver
would have allowed Mliton to talk
as be was doing without contradio-
tion or opponition.

Mra Livingsions returned to her I

room. otlll nolsalessly, but more
rapldly than she had Iaft 1L Fhe
feit now that sha could retire
sacure that =il was well with her
young people

Te Be Continwed.

Informal - Frocks

N attractive gown of blue Georgette and lace

with transparent sleeves of chiffon. A new

| mote is the purse pocket altached to the parasol,
Below is an afternoon dress of white lace over an

| underslip of crepe de chine. The bodice is high

wassted and the girdle is of pink ribbon. Jd

ADVICE TO THE

LOVELORN

By BEATRICE PAIRFAX

How Deep Are Your Feel-

ings?

Dt&ﬂ. MISS FAIRFAX

Two YeAra ago my awestheart
and | had an understanding thut
we wera 10 be marriad as anon
as oartaln clrcumatanoes pearmit
ted We ate now engaged and
the clircumstancas adjustad but
he (s In ths draft and doean’t
knaw whea hs may ha sent Lo

some Ay WwWga ahould bes
married befors he es ind 1
sgres, bu: he mays alibhough he
would desire . It would be sacri-

ficing ma, for i ha should nal
return he could nevar think of
what condition I might be left
in ANXIOUS

l APPROVE of war-marriagss for
women and men who nre fine
snough te dare them If your feel-
inge ars blg and sirong and yeu
are ready 1o sacrifice and wuffer for
love—and frus Jove s always
proudly preparsd 1o andursa what
it must—then marry and may fod
bless you This decision is & mail-
ter of your basic characier and the
permansancs of your feslingas No
one can guarantse that emotion shaii
laat; every ons is now under the
infingence of & cerialn hywioria, bul,
sllowing for all thet are veu
intrinsically layal? Do Fou cars
deeply and generously®™ Can you
contemplats the wors! !ragndies as
the result of this marriage and feel
that they are no! too much fo pay?
Even If your Inver wars already in
eamp, ] would approve of your mar-
rings It you both are made of the
right a'yff —and froms o ruire
tn rmarry him snd make him hap-
~md his wish o svare vou, |

ok Fou both ays frue blue
-

2
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| Attractive Organdie Dresses

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE CLEVER WOMAN

s . = + was simply gathersd and trimmed
By th’.’ btu)" esant" with yards and yards of ruffied or-

HE warm #Asys have hrought gandia, put on vigsag in polnted
I forth & host of jovely Bum- effecle This should be carafully
mer frdcks and organdle basted Arsy to see that it llesg per-
ranks amony the lesding materials "”!""’""’-h . a
A nae whits organdls vest an
b r befors h ¥ el nt

ot s ocilia s, Suinty | long roll collar trifimed the aim-
fabria been offerad in such pretiy | nie liitle bodice. ~Three-quarter
pastel shades. both pidin and Ag- length nleaves fAnishad with white
ur r d » In swpok outhe- cuffs were used far convenlence A
ETOd, St mace ”_ ehch you sadh of navy blus talfetn tipd In &
ful models Foar Bummer gayetied Low in the batk gave that delight-
there is noihing so inexpennive and ful “ohie™ se necessary to fashion-

yet #o dainty Yellow_ lavender, sble frorkse
) tiray organdie with hlack fAgures
tettice green, rows, Franch blus i apother amart eombination for s
and whité are ameng 'he favorils little frock of this type, and might

m sl

e by a black 1affeiss or

colora whils sand, sprinkisad with
) ) velvel girdle. For thoss who pre-
navy blus fgures. la also very pop- fer the allm etralght silhousite,
ular, thers is an gnususlly smart lite
A charming frack., extremely | frock ""I""'d""‘ . “':‘”'“ siyle. fal-
. = - moen colored organdis s usad with
simple. made of hiscult colored oar- & bluck wilk tis for contramt The

gandia trimmed by & French bluw blousrs is Intereating with lts Onely

tcked bosam of plaln white and

veival girdle. could be saslly copled .

&t Dl Bunster Browpn coliar. Long slssves
t are fNnished with fetrhing iittle
Dieep tueNe wers the maln at- white turn-back cuffs and five or

trariion on this pretity frock The mix narrow tucks arranged abava
) ) X the hem of tha plain skirt The

plain two-piece akirt had a decp black sllk tie s decidediy smart

Bem, wilh a iarge single tuck arn with this lavely salmon frook

abova I Tha ovarakir which Thees organdie frocke are appro-

priate for the various socis]l affairs
Auring the Bummer months surh ds
Inwn parties. plenles, Infarmal wad-
Alnegn or ather gatherings They are
hoth lovely and inexpensive thers-

apaned In the front was made witlh
gradusted tucks that wara vary ef-

fective on this crisp material

] wal k T

Thae alsl  bhad wshort kimen+ fors il ba very popular this sea-
sleaves, With deep flaring cullfe son

and the front revesled & tucked =

vest. A loog. brosd coliar was Padding the Shock,

dna of the leading features, while Accidents wil] happen, and when
Titup Hopkine got blowen up i an
explosion nt the works. the lot fell
upon Peter Popcarn 1o break the
news to tha widow Feter duly
arrived nt the house, Lyl wam &t =
loas how Io mtart, and after a fow
canud]l remarks, aaked

‘Has Titus any insutance on his
Hia™

Lhe biue yalvel girdles gave ag 8x-
ceedingly French this
dainty frock

Figured organdie !n novel com-
binations is Leing wseen in ail the
smart shops. A gueint littls frock
that reminded one of

toach 1o

0 was feal-

ured In tan argandle with dark “Sure he has” answered Mre. Hop-
»l il . " . ue .

us fAgures Frills and ruffiss were ‘Well,” pald I'eter. “we ran’t ool-
thea mairn atiractlon on this old wrir nors b sl but we'll

I Rutiy dress Toe Lwo-piece siit ' pelp you to golies’ thal”

diately

!

|
|
|

I By W BT

The Wolves of New York *52

of Love
ystery

Lillian, Begins Recital to Esther of the Story of the Bor-
radale Mystery With All Its Ramifications

Part One— ( Continued)

Bo it was that Esther Imme
on her return to  Americs,
had sought for Lillan. &he knew
no address. but she had obtained
it by studying an eariie- repart of
the murder. “It is not that Lilian
can still bes living !n thar hous="
she had told hecsslf, “but I may
hear of her there” Accordingiy she
had made her way to the old ad-
dress and found_ the sale of Li
lian's effecty jJust aboul 1o begia
Her own paturally generaius dispo-

sition had dictated her further
behavior.

“And now, Liltan, let ux settle
down dnd have a long tallk.” wmhe

sald when she had conducted Rer
friend inta her pitting room. She
threw hersalf into an easy chalr and
motioned to Lilian to take another
"We ywlll make curselves guiie com-
fortabie. TIl see about & yoom for
you close to mine apd we are going
to be better [rands than ws havs
ever been before. You must get
on well with Mre. Meredith for »
Hetls while, but she Is leaviag me
i n fow weeks for some family

USING YOUR

HANDS

Every Girl Should
Know How to Do
Several Things.
By Eleanor Gilbert,

Aufheor of “The Ambitions Weman in
Basinean.

(14 HERE are fust two things [
can’t use (n = profitadle
way.” chesrfully announced
ane of the succemsful Dusiness wo.
men In the little group. “Beoth my
handa I saw not nmeliher cas 1
spin. My offorts at darning are
Fuarantesd te bring tears to the
oyes of the beholder. When thare's
packing scheduisd, all I need do 1a
te permiyt some male frisnd or rels
Ative to obssrve my activities—
and the job i apeadiiy taken off my
handa"™ .

She s besutiful and graceful
enough. Fenerally speaking, bur har
hands are girangely awkward In
their movements It seems abs has
been & bralan worker mest of her
dayan City-bred,: there has never
bean the least demand on her for
manus! dextarity. She has jod &
stramuous !ife. but It has been »e
full of axciusively mental occups-
tien that thers has besn nsltbar
time nor taste for manual nxercise
of any kind

It saems strange that only one or
two genarstions ago the antirs
soonomic valus of a woman lay ia
the skill of her hands while to-day
the value of hand labor s depre=
ciated in order that mental laber
may be mors completely glorified.
And because It ls a greal tempila-
tlen te the business woman with
interasting mentsl work te iet that
work eclipss any possibis intarest
in manual dexterity, she nesds Lo
make a declded effort to develop
her physical co-ordination

Indeed, the business woman needs
to davelop her physleal co-ordiam-
tlom mors tham the business man
isven though traditien had 1t that
eveqry youth had to be fortifiad
against emergency by knowing &
manual “trade”). For ths majority
of business women seaner ar later
plen to take up housskeaping
cares, where ths balance of effort
is on the manual. net mental side

Most tmporiast, thers i» a tre=
mendous need for nand-made™
sarvies In the many War activitles
elther voluntser or pald. The Red
Crosa and the aviation division wits
nesds for women workers require
women who Can Qea their hands
And physical co-ordination and dex-
terity mrea absolutely essential Io
any woman who wanis to do war
rellef work

Of course, thers ar+ & graal many
Pusinass womaen whoss tasies or re-
sponsibllitiss have always glven
them plenty of manual exarcime—
alther In actus]l work at home or in
pleasant band occupations like saw-
ing. varfous kinds of art work et
But for wemen who have no dafinjte
tastes or dutiss 1t ia necessary to
eultivate & fTew that will help de-
welop the cunning of the handa.
Thia does not maan only bodlly ex-
arclses In gymnasium er ths open,
although go!f. tennis and other
sports are sxcellant

1t meana sxarciss In
tasks of the home It means per-
haps & garden which will thrive
anly by the Gnceasing care of & pair
of streng hande If a whole garden
tamn't pessibie. perhaps thera la =
porch which can be transformed
inte & hanging garden by varlous
devices; and evan the "hall reom™
girl nesdn’'t d&eny herseif the juz-
ury of a selitary window hoz for
tha miltivation of some nasturtiuma,
geraniama and sther blooms Mak-
ing Red Cross bandages |s an sx-
cellent way of davaloping your
hand daztarity’

Let none say: “Tha tired husineas
waman has sxercised her Angers at
a typewriter all day—manusl labor
snough'”™ Operating s Wypewriter is
mental-mechanical laber It i»
astomatlio. and pressing down keys
with a few Angers does notl davelop
band grace pr dexterity. Tha busi-
ness woman must et ber hands get
famiilar with varying tasks sp that
they are gracefu! and at easa 'n
many o cupalfians st "he w -
raunded meantal © orker In aventuai-
v omL ease In SUBCUBSLLg ALy lope

the “handa™

i

reasons, and then you shall take her
placa™
“But will Mr. Borradale approve™
asked Lilian, almoat doubtfully,
“and his mother!™
“Lillan"—Esther spoke very ser-
fously—"you must teil me xil you
know abuut Adderiey, then 1 aball
Be able to maks your position with
me clear to Harold ! Know—1 am
sure—-ihat there s nothing discred.
itable in the story. You have béan
bound to secrécy. but. knowing A»
much as [ do, it Is absurd that 1
ahould be kept in the dark as to
F your connection with the mystery.
Don't “you wsee this an | doT Be-
siden”-—ahe faltered a Uitle—"y u
warned me that | must paver marry
Harold There ls no real ohjection
to our unlon; Harold put the gues-
tion so directly to Mr. Grimstaad—
vou know who | mean-—that hs was
forced to give s definlie answer—"

“What did he say™ interrupted
Lilian.

“He sald thers was ne legal or
moral . objection, Certainly, be
hinted—as he has done befors—that
It was not advisable. He pointed
out that, If Mr. Borradais married
it would e his duty, on the day
nf the wedding, to confide te him
the whole secret of the Borradaie
curse.”

= “Yes"—Lilian espoks very ang-
{ously—~and what did Mr. Borra
data say™

“He laughed and sald he knew &
grod deal about it aiready, and he
did met think there was anything
in the secrsi to prevent him get-
ting married, He tells me that Mr.
Grimstead gave an ugly smila when
he heard this, and just shrugged his
shoulders. He i» & horrid man, that
lawyer, and | cant make out how
he came. to be empioyed by Mra,
Borradale, It's just the sams with
the rector at Haim—the man who
married me—you know™

“Egther,” sald Lillan, “T'11 tell you
all 1 can. Tt was a promise to do
so which 1 wrote you iz my second
jetter. 11l make the mystery &s
claar as poasible to you. Then you
must decide for yourself. But judge
me % kindly as you can, dear,
won't you?™

Hanmts Her Drrama

*Why, of course, T will” FEsther
drew her chalr closer to Lillsn's
“You suffersd for your connection
with Adderley. Lilisf—ans it seems
o be Inevitable that anyona who
goen near the place must suffer,
That fearful night! Though I'm
well mow, you have no idea how
frequentily It gomes to ma In my
dreams, Often and often I cry oul

in my sleep. Mra Meredith will
tell you that It s trus. It will be
a nightmare 1o me as long =s I
live And you—yeou who earry
marks upoen your mneck"—Esther
raised her hand and gently touched
the black band which Lillan always
wors round her throat—"whal ter-
rara have you not suffersed’™

Lillan shuddered, an dbar own
hand went tn her neck and pulled
nervousiy at  the black vwelvel
“Horrors!™ she whispered. *You
have no idea, Eather, even you. all
that T have undergone. But I will
try and tell you something of IL
It means giving you a good dea! of
my own history, But If you really
wish to maks a friend of me it i
welil that you should know. ™

So it was that Lillsn began her
sLory
“It was aftar T had been desarted
my husband, and | wans living In
Italy with my alster—the poor girl
whiy was sn llke me that she was
murdered in my place’™

“Tt was she. war It ant™ asked
Father, “whom | saw =t Adderiey
the secand time | went there. ahe
whom | teak for you, and who led
me down mio the tomb™

“Year It was poar Gertrdude you
saw The wnhappy =izl was out of
her mind—though harmless snough,
renll Hut ¥ shall hear
drove her mad The story practls
cally bdbegioa with her

Taken Tp Thread Again

“What was | sasing? Oh. ves:; 1

waa telling you sbout osur Itallan
We had a villa up In the
Amaln We had been
well off. but Frank had piayed
ducke and drakes with my money
I never tell peopie my malden name
My father was a man of distinetion,
hut won't meation his name He
went to South \mericn and married
my mother there She was a Brazil-
ian

Howevar

Bhme

i» above

very

thess gre detalls which

wion't interest you, Eather i.*1 me
come riEht away to the essential
par: of my detatl That = the mar
tiags of my alster it was at some
entertalpment at Naples that mhe
met the man with whom ane feil in
fave. amd from that dnay all her
misfortunes and mine hegan

Far the man WAS &
Borradale
“$Hae was 8 Rorrndaie and all the

unhapplnses nf my sisiers 1ife and

unfortunateiy

my own dates from the dav wes met
hity™ Lillan repeated her words
with o melancholy prevision

‘But how. and why ™ Esther
felt the sting of 1the wordae for
ehey affected hersnlf 1 Aldn't
understand st all sha continued
After & pause What rristion to
HaraM was this man whom your
wister married” 1 thaught-—hes has
slwars tald me—that ha was the
only son”

Fiad Avelded Trelllag Truth. -

“Tiear Esther” sald Lillan, seizing
the giri's hand |n hera, and look-
ing down alfectionstsly, bur sadly
at the puzzied [ace “You havre

asked ma to tell you evervihing
in very truth It paine me terribly
to do so. | have avoided speaking
as long a= [ could—herause | knaw

what suffering ! should be forced
ta Inflie: If you marry Harold
be » bound o hesr these things

which I am about to t#ll you upon
the day of his wedding—and more
besider—things which | cannot tell

you, becauss thay ara part of a
desper weirret which has nevar
bhasn vonfided ta me It 's an In-
wvitable destiny with the Horsa-
dates -4t the age af thirty ar upon
marringes vertaln facie. of which 1

Al referring (o i bul & parl. hawe

te bhe confided to every Borradals,
older and yousger sons aliks for
It does not appear that ths curse
i» remtiricted to any one member of
the family.™

“YTes, 1 know (hal” interrupied
Esther. “We have (alked it over sa
often, Harold and 1. The idea has
become an familiar that we have
Inughed at It What = there ta
know? That I8 what we Bave ask-
ed each other. There la & strange
creatura at Adderiey, which goas
by the name of the HRorradale

urse. That is an undoubted faet
It has presumably something ro da
with the Borradale family. It mumst
be kapt under proper supervision,
whatever It s, For some reason
there seema to have been & good
desl of laxity In this respect, but
surely rhat s becanse thers has
bean ne ome Iin real authority.
Harald says bhe will saon change
all that What s thers to fear
mors than this™

Lillan shook her head very
gravely. “1 wish 1 could think™
she maid, "that Harold has any bei.
ter chance than his predecessors to
put an end to the Curse or mnot te
be influenged by it. He i» & wirong,
healthy man at present Ho was his
father to the day of his marringe”

“You #till think thet—that 1
ought mot (o marry Harold™ There
ware leary in the girl's syea.

Shedid Net Marry Hareld.

~1 do. 1 repeat It most solemnly ™

“But there is noisgal objeciion™

“No. nome”

“Then (ell me &ll you knew,
pitase ™ Esthers lips set firmly,
har natural stréngth of dispont
Aaserting Mself. *“Then [ shall
abin to judge for myself.™

LfMian sighed, and after 3 few mo-
mants coatinued her story.

“To make thingm quite clear™ she
sald, “you must Arst anderstand
something of the Borradale family
which has been kept secret from
averyoms, even from®aroid himaelf
Tt iy this: Harold was not the only
sof—he s not even the rightful
heir. Remembar.” she added has
tily, *he does not kmow thin" She
marked the horrified look which
had come to Esther's face

“You mean” sald Easgher alowly,
*that Haro}d has a brother living™

“Tear—if you can call It living
The trus head of the Borradale fam-
Ily Is the thing which s kept in
eonfinement at Adderley—"

“The Curse?™ Esthep, had paled
to her lips, though she had half
suspectad that the truths lay in some
sueh horror aa this

Yietim of the Curse.
"A victim of the Curse,” said Lil-
ian In low tonds
Eather choked back her soba It
was terrible. but she hadVsteeind

be

| eaty.

what

| Liliam
i thought

| tiom,

| (To

hersell to bear somathing of the
sort.

“The late Mr. Borradale had four
sona” Lillan comtinued, “But MR
very existencs of thres of tham waa
Kept from the world I don't kmow
why—it {s part of that inner mys=
try which has never been explain-
ed to me. The fourth was Harold
When the elder Borradale died a faw
years afterward—he bad lived for
somw time in seclusion before the
event cccurred—Harold becama
known as the heir to all the prop-
Don't ask me to explain all
this. [ can only Wil you that such
are the facte. Thare s no one s
disputs Harnld’s right to the prop-
erty—ao you need have no fear om
that score™ s

“HBut the other two sona™ asiced
Esther, in trembling tones. “About
the eldest—! understand”

“They are both dead. My alster
“was married to one, You married
the other™

“1 was married to Harold's broth.
or?”

n Taksewn Brother.

a brother of whose exim-
ence Harold knew nothing.™

“But why was it done—why ™
paused a momant
“I1 i very difficult (o ox
she sald, "because, as 1 havre
told myself am mot in full
posasssion of the facts. But thare
are twa conflicting elements [n this
mvatery: the opne side repressntsd
by Harold's father befors his deacs
any by Mrs Borradale, whosa object
it was to eliminate the family Curse,
and another. & vague (i-disposed
#lement which s in soms way lo-
raled art Adderlsy, and which oxs
erts a malevolent Influsnce without
ever appearing in person. [ dem't
know If you follow me't she added
with a helpleas gestuss aof her hands

“I would speak more clearly If 1
could I have had to surmise s0
much myself But this [ know
thera |= a wing of the old house tn
which | obtained admiasion
There |a some one wha lives there—
1 don't know who or what. 1 think
that this person, whoever It ma¥y be
everted an influence opposed to that

“Fos

in

plain’
you, 1

never

of Mrs RBorradale 1 think that
Grimatead alwass acted in obedi-
*nce 1o that person, although he

her agent £

masd ta

was ostenalbis was
fram Grimstead that | re-
celve my (nstructions—and [ was
obitged to nbey them withoot ques-

Seckn Explanatien.

“SNow 4o vou ses what | suggeet
a8 a posaible explanation of the
atory an far as it affects you® Sup
posing Harold's father and Mre Bor-
radais knew that the three oidest
mons were hopeless vietims of the

family Curse—whatevar it may be
—they would naturaliy wish to s
late them—ita preveat their man

to kerp thelr sxistence o se-
crat from the waorld But the ma-
Hgn Influence would sppose this,
and wayld 4o 1ta utmost to keep the
cnras glive, For this reason it w
alm &t the marciags of the sons 3a
11 was that the sscond was married
tn mv sister and the third—Basi
-l ¥You-—"

Be Continued Tomorrow)
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